 THE KING IS COMING!
A Sermon Series on the Rapture of the Church

Message Seven: "The Predicament for the Rapture, Part 2"
Dr. Greg Tyree, GracePointe Church, February 18, 2007
INTRODUCTION: 
In 1882 a young Serbian scientist named Nikola Tesla was working                 for the European division of the Continental Edison Company. He                 was a brilliant inventor, and Charles Batchelor, a plant manager and a personal friend of Thomas Edison, persuaded him he should seek his fortune in America, giving him a letter of introduction to Edison himself. So began a life of woe and tribulation that lasted until Tesla's death.

When Tesla met Edison in New York, the famous inventor hired               him on the spot. Tesla worked eighty-hour weeks to find ways to                improve the primitive Edison dynamos.   Finally he offered to                 redesign them completely. To Edison this seemed a monumental                             task that could last years without paying off, but he told Tesla,                 "There's fifty thousand dollars in it for you if you can do it."      
Tesla labored day and night on the project and after only a year he                 produced a greatly improved version of the dynamo, complete with                 automatic controls. He went to Edison to break the good news and                 receive his $50,000. Edison was pleased with the improvement, for                 which he and his company would take credit, but when it came to                 the issue of the money he told the young Serb, "Tesla, you don't                 understand our American humor," and offered a small raise instead.
Edison was Tesla's polar opposite. He really wasn't much of a               scientific thinker or inventor; he once said he had no need to be a             mathematician because he could always hire one. That was Edison's main method. He was really a business man and publicist, spotting the trends and the opportunities that were out there, and then hiring the best in the field to do the work for him. If he had to he would steal form his competitors. Yet his name is much better known that Tesla's, and is associated with more inventions.

While many people do not like to hear it, Edison was basically a                 fake. He actually invented very few of the inventions for which he is given credit. There is also another fake coming. His name is               antichrist. He will pervert everything good as he leads in his wicked                reign during the Tribulation.

PROPOSITION: 
Today we shall consider the next two of the seven components of the future predicament known as the Tribulation. We considered the first two components last time. We shall finish up the last three next time.

We have already considered the PURPOSE and the PLAN of the Tribulation. Now let's...

III. CONSIDER THE PAIN OF THE TRIBULATION. 

A. The Reason for the Pain of the Tribulation is Judgment.
1. God will judge the wicked, unbelieving people and nations for their           sinfulness.
2. This is done by way of the three sets of judgments.
a. The Seven Seal Judgments.
b. The Seven Trumpet Judgments.
c. The Seven Bowl (Vial) Judgments.

B. The Result of the Pain of the Tribulation is Justice.
1. God will have punished sinful mankind.
2. Remember, the "punishment is commensurate with the crime."

a. People underestimate two things:
i. The "sinfulness" of man.
ii. The "holiness" of God.

b. God is "just," not "fair."
i. Nowhere in the Bible will you read that "God is `fair."                   (expand)
ii. However, since God is holy, He is also "just."

C. The Redemption in the Pain of the Tribulation is Justification.
1. People will be saved the same way they have always been saved-            justification by faith.
a. During the age of Law, people were justified by faith. (Paul                 makes this clear in his epistles).
b. During the age of Grace, people are justified by faith.
c. During the tribulation, people will be justified by faith.

2. Two groups of people will be saved during the tribulation.
a. The nation Israel (expand).
b. A "multitude" of the Gentiles.

IV. CONSIDER THE PERSON OF THE TRIBULATION.

A. The Identity of the Anti-Christ Is Described.
1. The Titles of the Anti-Christ.
a. The Beast (Rev. 13:1).
b. The Man of Destruction (2 Thes. 2:3).
c. The Lawless One (2 Thes. 2:8).
d. The Abomination (Matt. 24:15).
e. The Little Horn (Dan. 7:8).
f. The Insolent King (Dan. 8:23).
g. The Ruler Who Is to Come (Dan. 9:26).
h. The Despicable Person (Dan. 11:21).
i. The Strong-Willed King (Dan. 11:36).
j. The Worthless Shepherd (Zech. 11: 17).
k. The Antichrist (1 John 2: 1 8, 22).
2. The Nationality of the Anti-Christ.
a. He leads the European Union of Gentile nations (Dan. 7:8-24).
b. His covenant with Israel promises Gentile protection for Israel                               (Dan. 9:27).
c. His rule is part of the "times of the Gentiles" and their                                 domination over Israel (Luke 21:24).
d. Thus, it would appear that the Anti-Christ is a Gentile.
3. The four "phases" of his career:
a. Phase One- Just prior to the Tribulation he will be a leader of                                  some powerful western nation.
i. In Daniel 7 the "little horn" is seen coming out of the                                         restored Roman Empire.
ii. This means that antichrist comes from the west and not                                         from Russia, Israel, or some other part of the world.
b. Phase Two- He is ruler of the restored Roman Empire during the first half of the Tribulation.
i. He will make a lot of enemies.
ii. He will be assassinated near the mid-point of the                                 Tribulation (Rev. 13:3, 12, 14).

3 And I saw one of/is heads as it were wounded to death;                                        and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world                                        wondered after the beast. 12 And he exerciseth all the                                        power oft the first beast before him, and causeth the earth                                         and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast,                                        whose deadly wound was healed. 14 And deceiveth them                                        that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an                                    image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

c. Phase Three- Dictator of the world. Rev. 13:5-7.
d. Phase Four- He is defeated by Christ and becomes the first                                    occupant of the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20). 

4. Is He Alive Today?
According to Ed Hinson:

The spirit of Antichrist is alive and well! It is the Satan-inspired                         expression of lawlessness and rebellion against God, the things of God, and the people of God. It has been alive since Satan slithered his way around the Garden of Eden. It has been the driving force behind the whole terrible history of the human race--wars, murders, thefts, and rapes. It is the ugly expression of the destructive nature of the great deceiver himself. The New Testament authors assure us that the spirit of Antichrist was active in their day over 20 centuries ago. It has remained active   throughout the whole of church history, expressing itself in persecutions, heresies, spiritual deceptions, false prophets, and false religions. Satan has battled the church at every turn throughout its long history, waiting for the right moment to indwell the right person—the Antichrist--as his final masterpiece.

5. Speculations concerning the Antichrist in the twentieth century:
a. Kaiser Wilhelm
b. Benito Mussolini
c. Adolph Hitler
d. Joseph Stalin
e. Nikita Khrushchev
f. John F. Kennedy
g. Mikhail Gorbachev
h. Ronald Wilson Reagan (Yes, even the darling of politically conservative Evangelicals was targeted as a candidate for the Antichrist because he had six letters in each of his three names -666).
i. Saddam Hussein
j. Bill Clinton

6. The Restless Search.
     Again, Ed Hinson says:
Any apparent delay is not due to God's indecision, but to the fact that He    has not let us in on the secret. Nor has He revealed this to Satan, who is a      limited, finite being. Satan himself is left guessing when the rapture might     occur. This means he must have a man in mind to indwell as the Antichrist     in every generation. In other words, any one of a number of people could have been the Antichrist, but only one will be. Satan too must keep     selecting candidates and waiting for God's timing.

The antichrist is not to be confused with the False Prophet, as we shall see. 
B. The Influence of the Anti-Christ is Deceitful.
1. The Genius of the Anti-Christ.
a. Intellectual Genius (Dan. 7:20).
b. Oratorical Genius (Dan. 7:20). 

c. Political Genius (Dan. 11:21).
d. Commercial Genius (Dan. 8:25).
e. Military Genius (Dan. 8:24).
f. Administrative Genius (Rev. 13: 1, 2).
g. Religious Genius (2 Thes. 2:4).
h. Grant Jeffrey points out several contrasts between Christ and Antichrist.

These include:

           

Christ                             Antichrist

           

The Truth                        The Lie

           

Holy One                         Lawless One

           

Man of Sorrows

Man of Sin

           

Son of God                   
Son of Satan

           

Mystery of Godliness
Mystery of Iniquity

           

Good Shepherd

Worthless Shepherd

           

Exalted on High 

Cast Down to Hell

           

Humbled Himself     
Exalted Himself

           

Despised 


Admired

           

Cleanses the Temple  
Defiles the Temple

           

Slain for the People    
Slays the People

           

The Lamb                  
The Beast

C. The Intentions of the Anti-Christ are Despicable.
1. Consider some intentions of the Anti-Christ:
a. He will rise to power in the last days (Dan. 8: 19, 23).
b. He will rule the whole world (Rev. 13:7).
c. His headquarters will be in Rome (Rev. 17:8, 9).
d. He will be intelligent and persuasive (Dan. 7:20).
e. He will rule by international consent (Rev. 1 7: 12, 13).
f. He will rule by deception (Dan. 8:24, 25).
g. He will control the global economy (Rev. 13: 16, 17).
h. He will make a peace treaty with Israel (Dan. 9:27).
i. He will break the treaty and invade Israel (Dan. 9:26).
j. He will claim to be God (2 Thess. 2:4).
2. Puritan Scholar, John Owens, lists the danger signs of apostasy:
a. Loss of all appreciation for the gospel.
b. Loss of conviction that the gospel is true.
c. Contempt for the promises of God.
d. Rejection of the true Christian religion.
e. Despises and rejects people of God.
f. Despises and rejects the Spirit of God.
g. Open declaration of hatred for Christ.

3. Consider these important observations:
a. The spirit of Antichrist and the mystery of iniquity were already at work in apostolic times.
b. Apostasy has progressed throughout church history, predating                         modern church structures.
c. A large segment of modern Christendom is already apostate.                         Unbelief is rampant in both liberal Catholic and Protestant circles.
d. After the rapture of true believers, all professing "Christians"                        who are left behind will be apostate believers no matter what                          their denomination.
e. The False Prophet will arise in Rome to lead apostate                        Christendom in its acceptance of the Antichrist.

APPLICATION: 
Donald McGavran says this: "If top priority is not given to effective evangelism by our churches, in two generations the church in America will look much like its counterpart in Europe." Consider the statistics of people who attend church: 
United States- 43%;
Netherlands- 27%; 
West Germany- 21%; 
Great Britain- 14%;
France- 12%; 
Sweden- 5%; 
Finland- 4%; 
Denmark- 3%!

The world is riper for the Tribulation than we would like to think. Consider the words of some missionaries to England:

                         

ILLUSTRATION:

We anticipated seeing "everything" during that 36-hour layover in London. Instead we shivered in our hotel room or sat wearily waiting in the air terminal. Hardly a tourist's dream-come-true!
But that's where we met our neighbor, the Hindu. It was                    November 1968, and the mass exodus of Asians from East Africa had begun.

Today England is home for over one million Asian immigrants, of whom over 600,000 are Hindus. When we arrived in North Leicester as missionaries in 1973, fifty thousand became our neighbors: the families living beside us, our doctor, greengrocer, pharmacist, and best friends.

Some surmise that if geographical isolation from India does not cause Indians to forsake Hinduism, western culture will. Instead, in the European religious climate of universalism, Hinduism thrives. Empty church buildings are converted into temples. Carey Hall, the large Baptist church named after William Carey who left his pastorate in Leicester in 1783 to reach Hindus in Burma and India, now houses Leicester's largest Hindu temple. Public school buildings are rented weeknights to teach Indian languages and religions.

 



-- By Neale & Barbara Goetsch

What will you do with Jesus now? I mean "Now?" You may think that you are OK because you are, after all, in church. You may think that God will honor your religiosity; your honesty; your fairness. You reason that you are a "good" person, never really doing the really "bad" things. Or, you assume that if you do "miss the boat," God will make an exception. He is, you say, "good," and surely wouldn't let anyone go to hell. Please accept Christ before it's too late. If you wait until the Rapture, it is doubtful that you will ever get saved. If a person will not receive the salvation of God when it is offered freely, surely he will not receive it when it will cost him his life.

